
RV Door Lock Replacement – Step by Step 

© 2023 Happy Tent Media Group LLC  

 

This process document corresponds to the YouTube video: RV Door Lock Replacement – Step-
by-Step. Please watch this video to gain a visual understanding of the process.  
 
Please be aware that this DIY job is not for everyone, and you need to review this process 
carefully before deciding to take on this task. I don't consider this job too difficult for the 
average RV owner, but if you are uncomfortable with any step in this process, please consult a 
professional.  
 
Tools Required 
Phillips screwdriver 
 
First – Check to see the play in your deadbolt lock. 
You can easily check this by manipulating the red handle to the deadbolt from inside the RV. It 
should have considerable resistance when turning the handle. If it feels loose, you may have an 
issue where the deadbolt is failing.  
 
Next – Remove the inside screws of the door handle. 
Four Philips head screws needed to be removed. Once the four screws are loosened, the inside 
portion of the door handle should come off easily. Note, you’ll want to have the door opened 
before removing the handle.  
 
Next – Remove the door edge plate. 
With the door slightly open, remove the screws that hold the door edge plate to the door. This 
keeps the lock portion of the handle in place in the door. Once the screws are removed, remove 
the door edge plate and set it aside.  
 
Next – Remove the lock portion of the handle assembly. 
You will need to angle out the lock mechanism very carefully. I had an issue with the lock being 
tight at the back of the door cutout and slightly damaged the fiberglass. It is easy to break the 
door-facing fiberglass if you force the unit too quickly. If you feel like you are forcing the lock 
out, stop before you break the door's fiberglass finish.  
 
Next – Install the new lock. 
I purchased a Global Link RV Entry Door Locking Latch Kit from eTrailer.com1 that matched the 
original equipment. So, it was easy to install the unit, given it was identical to the one removed.  
 
The new lock will have both the lock and interior handle portions joined together in the box. 
Separate these two portions for installation. Carefully install the outer lock portion of the 
handle, inserting it at an angle to get the entire mechanism into the door handle cutout. The 
outside handle locking mechanism may not fully sit flush immediately.   
 
 

 
1 https://www.etrailer.com/RV-Door-Parts/Global-Link/295-000019.html 

https://youtu.be/dWtLxVBhpfU
https://youtu.be/dWtLxVBhpfU
https://www.etrailer.com/RV-Door-Parts/Global-Link/295-000019.html
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Next – Connect the inside handle. 
To get the outer lock portion flush against the door's fiberglass, I attached the handle portion 
from the inside using the four screws before attaching the door edge plate. This was not as easy 
as expected, as it is difficult with one hand to hold the handle to the door while inserting the 
screws. If you have someone to help at this point, it is a good idea to have them hold the 
handle portion secure while you insert the screws.  
 
Next – Seat the four screws fully and test the deadbolt.  
Once the handle is secure, there should be some resistance in the new lock as the deadbolt 
slides out. Fully tighten the screws and retest the deadbolt and handle.  
  
Next – Attach the door edge plate.  
Use the provided screws so the that the plate seats properly. Once the door edge plate is 
attached, retest the deadbolt and handle to ensure they move freely.  
 
Next – Replace the trailer’s strike plate. 
In my case, the replacement strike plate had a different-sized opening versus the original, so we 
passed on replacing the strike plate. This is your call to replace the strike plate or leave the 
original. I didn't want to add any irregularities to the door closing, so I left it as is, allowing me 
to replace it later if desired or needed.   
   
Next – Test the new lock and door closing. 
Finally, I tested the new lock. It was apparent upon inserting the key that the new lock was 
good and tight in terms of fit. The deadbolt had decent friction and no play in the mechanism, 
and the unit worked flawlessly. Also, remember to close the door several times to test that the 
door continues to close correctly, given the new lockset and original strike plate.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


